KAREN BEDON
Quito
How many siblings do you have?
I have two siblings (Angelica and Jefferson)
Do you have any pets?
I have four pets. I have a cat named “Stuart” and three dogs, their
names are Nena, Gordo, and Negra.
What are your favorite pastimes or hobbies?
Singing, painting and reading.
Are you working? What type of work are you doing?
I'm working at home, in a family business, selling and
manufacturing beds, sheets, comforters, pillows, and other things.
Studies
Academic program: General Psychology
School name: Central University of Ecuador
Graduation: 2026
What work will you pursue with your program?
I'd love to have my own office and help people.
The Foundation
I met Mike and Margarita in 2009; I remember I met Mike during the homework classes in the mornings
because I liked to read; we could find a lot of books and if I didn't understand something Mike explained it to
me and I liked to go there every morning to read and play with the others. It is worth mentioning that here is
where I learned to play the game called “24”. I met Margarita when she taught us health classes. I liked very
much how she explained and taught us many interesting things, and her way of being with us was very nice.
She explained to us if we did not understand. We made drawings and did activities; she always treated us
with tenderness and a smile that characterized her very much.
DEOF has supported me with economic expenses in my college entrance process, such as pre-university. They
have helped cover the cost of orthodontics and third molar extraction surgery, internet at our home, and
support in vocational orientation and meetings with different people.
The day that Mike and Margarita invited me to be part of the pre-DEOF classes is most memorable, because
the truth is I did not expect it. They had never told me anything before; I knew that Adriana and Jonathan
were already chosen from my class; therefore, there seemed no opportunity for me. I also thought that I
would not be included because my siblings were already in the foundation, and when I found out I was very
excited about this opportunity and this family. Also, the Zoom Christmas program in December 2020 seemed
very special to me. There were many members of the foundation and despite the distance, I felt the affection
among all of them.

DEOF for me means family. With the support and trust that they are placing in me, I want to give more, to
show that I'm capable, to emerge and help others to support the dreams that the lack of money often stops.
DEOF for me are angels that if it had not been for them, we would not be studying because we would probably
only work to contribute to the house. However, they have been significant support both financially and
emotionally.
COVID Disruption
Thank God my family is still complete. We have started a family business, but it has been very difficult and
tiring. At the beginning we did not even have enough to eat, because my father as a cab driver couldn't go out
to work, but now we are better and happy to share more time with our families

